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Living a Lifestyle of Mission
Text: John 4:27-30, 39-42
FSM Small Groups Coordinator Jill Sullivan

. Could you relate to Jill's fear about sharing the Gospel? Do you find yourself thinking about
the places you regularly are as opportunities for sharing the Gospel? What emotions does
that conjure up in you?

. Read 2 Timothy 1:7. What does this verse tell us about where those feelings originate
from? How do verses like this activate us to be free from those fears and share Christ with
boldness?

. Think back to the CEO who was conflicted on whether to leave his full time job for
vocational ministry after reading Rick Warren’s A Purpose Driven Life. What is your
platform or sphere of influence and how can you practically use that platform in order to
share the love of Christ where you have been placed as the woman at the well did?

. Though testimony often refers to sharing our story of coming to Christ, being a Christian
means we are being transformed over our whole life.

a. What is your testimony of the last six months?
b. Where can you testify to His work and power?

. Read Romans 12:1-3 and 1 Peter 2:11-12. Of course we are all broken and will sin, but are

there blind spots in your life that are tainting the Gospel?

a. Are there ways where your testimony and your life seem to contradict?
b. Are your actions at all confusing your message of the Gospel?



Challenge: The woman at the well went back to "Her own people” to share of what she had
experienced. How important is relationship when sharing the Gospel? Who are "your own
people” or the people you have the most relationship and connection with in your life? Where
could you start even this week beginning a conversation with someone about the love of Christ?

Prayer: “Evangelism without intercession is like an explosive without a detonator; intercession
without evangelism is like a detonator without an explosive.” - Reinhart Bonnke

If you have friends and family whom you’d like to accept Christ as their Savior, you can add power
to your witness by praying Scripture over them.

Hebrews 4:12 says that God’s word is more powerful and more sharp than a double-edged sword.
By praying Scripture, you’re releasing the truth God has already spoken. And there’s no doubt God
wants the people you pray for to come to know him personally (1 Timothy 2:4), and that his Word
will not return to him void (Isaiah 55:10-11).

Ready to get started? Each of the 11 prayers below ask God to move in the life of the person
you’re praying for in a specific way, and they each closely paraphrase a relevant Scripture
passage. Just insert the person’s name in the spaces provided and put your heart into each prayer.

1. God, make ’s heart receptive to your Word.
Like the seed that falls on good soil, give a noble and good heart, help him hear the word, retain
it, and by persevering produce a crop. (Luke 8:11-15)

2. God, open 's spiritual eyes.
Break the blindness on 's mind caused by the god of this age. Help him see the light of the
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. (2 Corinthians 4:4)

3. God, give ears to hear.
Help see with his eyes, hear with his ears, understand with his heart and turn, and you will heal
him. (Matthew 13:15)

4. God, give faith to believe.
Help make a radical life-change before God and an equally radical trust in his Master Jesus. (Acts
20:21)

5. God, give the will to respond to you.
Bring to the point he declares with his mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believes in his heart that God
raised Jesus from the dead, and he will be saved. (Romans 10:9)



6. God, set _ free from spiritual captivity.

Help me gently instruct _____ when he is in opposition to you, in the hope that you will grant him
repentance leading him to knowledge of the truth, and that he will come to his senses and escape from
the trap of the devil. (2 Timothy 2:25-26)

7. God, send people into life to witness to him.
Send more believers into s life who will exemplify Christ and cause him to want to know Christ
for himself. (Matthew 9:38)

8. God, help me build a caring relationship with .
Help me become whatever kind of Christ-like servant can identify with so that by all possible
means he will be saved. (1 Corinthians 9:22)

9. God, bring me opportunities to witness to
Open doors for proclaiming the mystery of Christ to , even in our present difficult circumstances.
(Colossians 4:3)

10. God, give me boldness to witness to
Enable me to speak your word to with great boldness. (Acts 4:29)

11. God, provide an opportunity to invite to a relationship with you.
You want your house full, so give me opportunity and boldness to invite to come home to you.
(Luke 14:23)

http://evangelism.intervarsity.org/how/pray-and-fast/11-prayers-your-friends-know-christ




STUDY DEEPER

How to HAVE A SPIRITUAL CONVERSATION
6 Conversational Evangelism Tips from the Master Himself

Think back to the last time you heard that a friend of yours had started a new relationship. How
did you hear about it? Did a leaflet come under the door? Did someone invite you to hear a
presentation about it? Did your friend lend you a book that recounted the new couple’s first kiss?
Or did the news reach your ears because someone—even the friend in question—told you?

The message about Jesus is good news, and like all good news, it is most naturally and effectively
shared in interpersonal conversations. As with any such communication, it involves sharing,
asking questions of the other person, and listening to their thoughts and perspectives.

Conversational evangelism isn’t a recent idea dreamed up by people who don't like preaching. It
was Jesus’ preferred approach. Reading over Jesus’ interactions with people in the gospels can
provide you with inspiration and direction for your own conversational evangelism. In John 4, for
example, Jesus has an interesting encounter. The short version is this:

Jesus is walking through Samaria, and stops to sit down. A woman approaches him and he asks
her for a drink. They talk and he asks her to go and find her husband. She replies that she has
been in a string of broken relationships and her current man is not her husband. She then asks
Jesus a question about the temple, and he tells her people can worship God anywhere. She asks
him about the Messiah, and he says that he is the Christ. She runs off and tells her whole village
to come and meet Jesus.

It's a simple and famous story. It’s also a conversation that provides a great model for you to use
too—one with the primary goal to help people see Jesus more clearly and respond to him.

Here are six things Jesus does with the Samaritan woman and ways you can emulate their
interaction:

1. Start Conversations with Anyone
The person Jesus talks with in John 4 is a Samaritan - the hated enemy of the Jews. She is also a
woman, which means that a Jewish man would never normally speak with her alone. However,

Jesus is happy to initiate conversation with her as soon as she walks into his presence.

TRY STARTING:



Everyone has good friends with whom they naturally spend their time. But there are so many
other people to interact with: in lectures, dorms, the cafeteria, the supermarket, the coffee shop,
or even at the bar. Why not see every person you meet as a potential conversation partner?

2. Adjust Your Life Patterns to Make Conversations Possible

Jesus met the woman while he was on a journey, but he could have made the trip in a way that
avoided Samaria. Instead, he intentionally takes a route into enemy territory so that he can
connect with people who need him.

TRY ADJUSTING:

Join a sports club, start going to a new café every week, shop at a different store, or sit next to
someone new in your lectures. If you're not regularly getting to talk to people who need Jesus,
make some small changes, so that you can meet new people.

You might also want to consider whether you are spending too much time in Christian meetings.
Maybe trade one or two chapter or church events for the opportunity to do things you enjoy with
people who don’t yet know Jesus.

3. Chat about Everyday Life

Jesus begins by asking the woman for a drink of water. He doesn’t leap in and say, “Hey, let me
tell you about the Messiah—he’s me!” He knows that any serious and authentic conversation is
just a hair’s breadth away from the gospel.

TRY CHATTING:

Tell them a story about your day. Ask them how their week has been, what they’'ve enjoyed
eating, reading, or watching lately. Discuss sports scores. Start light and see where the
conversation goes. The worst that can happen is you have an interesting chat.

4. Ask Questions

Jesus suggests that the woman go and find her husband. He could have told her she was using
romantic relationships as part of a futile search for meaning. Instead, he asks a razor-sharp
question that gets to the heart of who she is as a person.

TRY ASKING:

Don’t think of yourself as the expert with all the answers. Until you've asked your conversation
partner some questions, you may not even know quite how to relate the gospel to their lives.



5. Listen to Questions, Then Answer the Question Behind the Questions

The woman wants to know whether the Jewish temple or the Samaritan temple is the one true
place of worship. Jesus isn’t interested in debating the finer points of historical theology unless
they are relevant. He knows she is asking him to state whether Jews or Samaritans are following
one true religion. Instead, Jesus points her beyond religious places and toward relationship with
himself.

TRY LISTENING:

Try not to get caught up in arguments, but get to the core of their concerns. For example: A
question about the biblical teaching on homosexuality is not necessarily an invitation to explain
biblical sexual ethics. The underlying question may be something else like “Am | welcome in your
Christian community?” or “Do you look down on me?” A good way to discern the underlying
question is to say, “Why do you ask?” or “Good question, what do you think?” and then listen to
what they say.

6. Share Jesus

The pinnacle of Jesus’ conversation with the woman comes when he tells her that he is the
Messiah. She is so amazed by this that she runs off and brings the whole village to come and
meet him for themselves.

TRY SHARING:

A helpful question to ask yourself (and the Holy Spirit) is “How is Jesus good news for this
person?” |s there a story about Jesus or an aspect of his atonement that is relevant to what you
are discussing? Or is there a part of your personal testimony that would be helpful? Share it and
ask them what they think.

If people seem receptive, then it’s also good to give them the opportunity to respond to Jesus.
Maybe ask them if they would be interested in welcoming Jesus into their own lives. If they say
yes, find a quiet corner and pray together.

Jesus never had the same conversation twice, so there is no real formula for sharing our faith any
more than there is for telling people about new romantic relationships. But we can draw
inspiration from Jesus’ interactions with people.

http://evangelism.intervarsity.org/how/conversation/6-conversational-evangelism-tips-master-
himself




