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Go in The Strength You Have
Text: Judges 6:11-16
Business Administrator Michael Sullivan

Can you relate to Jill's hesitation in accepting Michael’s invitation? How have you hesitated in
God'’s pursuit of you? Can you think of time you hesitated when God called you something?

Redemption and restoration are ultimately the work and mission and God, BUT ...

a. What does He call His people to? Read Isaiah 58:6-7, Jeremiah 29:7, Matthew 28:18-20,
Romans 10:9-15, 1 Corinthians 12:4-11, 2 Corinthians 5:14-21, 1 Peter 4:10-11.
b. What motivations for living on mission for God are contained in these passages?

Where do you or have you felt a nudging to get involved in God's mission?

What fears do you have regarding what you feel called to do? Read Matthew 28:20, Acts 1:8, 1
Corinthians 2:1-5, 2 Corinthians 5:17, 2 Corinthians 5:21, and Galatians 3:26.

a. Which of these do you feel speaks most directly to your fears? Can you think of any
others?

b. Read 2 Timothy 1.7. What does this verse tell us is the root of our hesitation? How do
verses like this activate us to be free from those fears and willingly-without
hesitation—accept every invitation extended to us by grace?

Work through the following questions to help determine where the Lord might want to use you
as part of His mission.

a. As you look at the brokenness of this fallen world, what breaks your heart?

b. What would do you want to see happen in response to those specific areas of
brokenness? What would restoration and flourishing look like?

¢. What activities do you engage in or have you engaged in that give you joy and life and
rarely make you tired?

d. What gifts or areas of strength has the Lord given you that you could put to kingdom
use? (During your group meeting, spend time having group members speak words of
encouragement to each other about what gifts and Christ-like qualities they see in each
other that the Lord is using or might want to use for his purposes.)

e. To get a sense of the opportunities to engage on mission at Faithbridge, both inside
and outside the church check out these links: http://faithbridge.org/serve-teams/
http://faithbridge.org/next-steps/bridging--the-road/




Challenge: What is a step you can take this week to get more involved in God's mission, and what
scriptural truths do you need to commit to heart to help you?

Prayer: Father, Give me a heart like the Mary’s, willing to agree with Your Word, Your promises, and Your
intent for my life. With Mary there was no negotiating, no hemming or hawing, no 24 hours to think about
it, no keeping her options open. You simply spoke, and she unhesitatingly responded with a Yes. You have
an intent for me. That purpose will have its challenges, its high points and low points, its joys and sorrows,
but Your plan is far and above the best plan for my short life. May my soul be transformed into one that
instantly obeys you, comes when You call, follows your lead, and believes Your Word even when | can’t
fully comprehend it, for Your Word is Truth.

In Jesus’ Name, Amen



STUDY DEEPER

How to tell if you're ready to go on a mission trip

Are you ready to go on a mission trip? The answer may be simpler than you think. In fact, there are only a
couple of questions that you need to answer to find out if you're ready. But first, there are a few questions
that you shouldn't ask to tell if you're ready.

1) DON'T ASK, “DO | HAVE ENOUGH TIME?”

If a mission trip opportunity comes up, our first reaction is usually to ask ourselves, “Do | have enough time
to go?” We think ahead to the summer (or whenever the trip is) and try to predict whether or not we'll have
“enough time” in our schedule to go.

But the truth is, we don't know if we'll have enough time to do our hair tomorrow morning. Yet for some
reason we feel like we can determine whether or not we'll have enough time for something six months
from now.

We're all busy. Asking, “Do | have enough time?” is a bad question because the answer is almost always,
“No.” This question can halt a mission trip opportunity faster than pretty much anything else.

So instead, ask: “Am | willing to make this mission trip a priority?”

If we're being honest, you probably have enough time. The question is, what are you going to do with it?
Going on a mission trip usually means giving up something else, like a summer camp, a vacation, or simply
relaxing at home. That's why the better question to ask yourself is, “Am | willing to make a mission trip a
priority over these other things?” If your answer to that is “yes,” then you're ready.

2) DON'T ASK, “DO | HAVE ENOUGH MONEY?”

It doesn't matter if you're in high school, college, or a working adult, money is often our greatest personal
barrier to going on a mission trip. We tend to ask ourselves, “Do | have enough money?” If we're being
completely honest though, usually what we're really asking is, “Do | have enough money to go on this
mission trip and still have enough money left over to feel like | didn't actually have to sacrifice too much
to go?”

Whether or not we literally have enough money to go on a mission trip is usually not the question. We can
get a summer job, work some overtime, or save a little bit each month. Our real hesitation is the sacrifice
involved. We can get attached to our money, and dedicating such a large chunk to a mission trip seems
like . .. a sacrifice.

The better question to ask is, “Am | willing to sacrifice financially to go?”



Do you need to be responsible financially? Of course. God is not calling you to be irresponsible with your
money in order to go on a mission trip. Are you going to fundraise along the way? Of course. You don't
have to sacrifice financially alone. But you do have to be willing to sacrifice. If you're willing, you're ready.

3) DON'T ASK, “DO | WANT TO GO ON A MISSION TRIP?”

No matter how you look at it, this is a selfish question that hardly ever produces good results. There are a
lot of possible reactions to this question, like, “No, because I'm scared to leave the United States,” or, “No,
because | don't like long plane flights,” or, “No, because | don't want to sleep there or eat that food.”

Even answering “yes” to this question can reveal selfish motives . .. “Yes, because | want to travel,” or, “Yes,
because | want to get to know that certain guy or girl,” or, “Yes, because | want to look like a better
Christian when | get back.”

Instead, ask this question: “Does God want me to go on a mission trip?”

That may seem like an obvious question, but it's usually only a question we ask after we've asked
ourselves the other questions. “Do | have enough time? Enough money? Is it something | want to do? . ..
Oh yea, does God want me to go?”

The truth is, we should be asking this question first.

Why? Because asking this question takes the focus off of our plan for us and puts it on God's plan for us.
Asking, “Do | want to go?” is following your plan for you. Asking, “Does God want me to go?” is following
God's plan for you. And when you ask this question, long plane flights, bugs, and money are no longer
important details in our decision-making. Because if God wants you to go, you should go.

THINK ABOUT IT

The wrong questions lead to dead ends every time . .. “I'm too busy, don't have enough money, and hate
bugs. Maybe next year,” we tell ourselves. But the right questions can open the door for God to do
incredible things in you and through you. So, are you ready?

http://preparemymission.com/are-you-ready-to-go/




